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IOSH ‘Construction dust – an industry survey’ 

The survey highlighted a 

lack of priority is given to 

dust control by companies.
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IOSH silica industry virtual focus group 

The top five barriers to effective silica exposure control:

1. Lack of understanding or awareness of the significance of silica dust as a hazard

2. Resistance from employees to use controls

3. Ineffective implementation of control measures in practice, despite the existence of safe 

work systems and equipment

4. Not prioritised as a significant hazard by employers

5. Lack of training in using controls effectively
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Cross-industry approach to control dust
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Cross-industry commitment to tackle silica dust launched

Objectives:

1. To work together to reduce exposure to RCS 

through effective monitoring and management 

of dust.

2. To increase awareness and understanding of 

the potential health risks associated with 

exposure to RCS in order to change attitudes 

and behaviours.

3.   To share good practice on the management of 

RCS across industry sectors.
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Examples of initiatives implemented by partner organisations  

 IOSH, in partnership with BOHS and HSE, presented the ‘Working together to beat 

occupational cancer – spotlight on silica roadshow’, at more than 20 events in the UK. 

 BOHS launched a new course, ‘Certificate in Controlling Health Risks in Construction’. 

 Crossrail implemented a ‘Stepping Up’ programme.

 HSE established the Healthy Lung Partnership.

 ICOH revealed research suggesting over 47,000 people die a year from silica dust exposure 

globally.

 Mineral Products Association (MPA) conducted 2,000+ chest x-rays, capturing the recorded 

work history of individuals and the identification of minerals and processes.

 Network Rail commissioned an independent strategic review of ballast supply and handling 

with respect to the generation of ballast dust and the risks associated with silica dust. 
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Silica commitment follow-up round table discussion

Challenges:
• raising awareness of RCS to 

sub-contractors, SMEs and 

younger workers; 

• providing better information 

on how to undertake health 

surveillance; 

• and sharing good practice 

widely through online 

communications channels 

and short, accessible, 

engaging tactics such as 

video via social media.
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No Time to Lose: Silica won a CIPR Mark of Excellence Award in 2018 
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No Time to Lose good practice case study on EU-OSHA campaign website
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How you can get involved
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Thank you for your time

For more information about IOSH’s No Time to Lose campaign, visit www.notimelose.org.uk

Any questions?

http://www.notimelose.org.uk/

